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In the Library
To the New Tork Journal: b

I am glad of an opportunity to say some- 8

thin£ more through your columns about
what I believe to be the reigning evil of g,
these times.licentiousness and lust. If u

others want to place intemperance at the a

head of the list I wont quarrel with them; c

but intemperance Is something that can 5
u
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be seen and felt and weighed, but this tl
other Is under cover and doing its work p
when It is not seen. And then, too, in- y
temperance and lust go together nine times P
out of ten, and the one feeds the other. 8

I have been speaking lately a good deal
&

about the nude in art, suggested by recent 0
events in high life in New York, and it has o

Woman's First Dream of Love, n

by Thaxter.
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wrought me under the ban of that old
aw about evil to him who evil thinks. But
t doesn't disturb me a'ny, because there's
o truth in It. The old English King that
aid that needed to say something to cover

p his own iniquity, but it doesn't apply at
11 to a man who tries to keep his mind and
onscience clean from these things. And
et I sometimes think there are plenty of
linisters and newspaper editors and teachrsof youth who feel just as I do about
hese displays of "art," who are afraid to
peak out because that charge may be made
gainst them. If my example will do them
ny good I am more than pleased to ba

Those words of Paul are sometimes apliedin the same way, where he says to
'itus (1, 15), "TJnto the pure all things
re pure;" but we had better get rid of
le idea right away that that means that a

hrlstian may indulge in anything he likes
nd it'll be all right. The truth is that
aul is speaking about a different thing al>getherfrom that which now concerns us,
Liu is jujiug uowu laws uoout me ciean
nd unclean with respect to meats and
rinks among the Jews. Paul says that
11 these distinctions ceased in Cliristiauy,and that all kinds of food might be
jnsldered as lawful and proper. It's wonerfulhow Satan can quote Scripture somemesand apply it so as to scare good men
om doing right. Don't let us be afraid of
enouncing evil because we may be called
vil. We haven't been called Beelzebub
et, as Jesus was.
Then I want to speak of another thing
aat may encourage some weak brother,
want to speak of the law on this subject,
'here must be lots of good people who
uu i Know now rar tney may go in neowncingand protesting against these
[lings and still have the law on their
ide. I mean the law of the State of New
'ork. It may surprise some of them to i

larn that section 317 of the Penal Code
f that State makes it a misdemeanor,
able to imprisonment and fine, for any
erson to sell, lend, give away or show
nd to have in his possession with that inent,any lewd or indecent book, newsaper,picture, figure or image, or to adertlsesuch a thing, even if it be a newsapermade up largely of criminal news or
torles of deeds of bloodshed and Inst
I confess I'm surprised at the meekness
nd quietness with which the good women
f this land submit to these indignities
n their sex. If their futhers, and husandsand brothers and sweethearts are
ot sensitive enough and bold enough to
peak and act 011 their behalf, it's a wonerthey don't act with more decision and
lore power themselves. T'hey carried on
ne grand crusade against rum in Ohio,
rhere they bearded the lion in his den. Let
tie men who are now insulting them be
areful or they'll begin as serious a battle
gainst this other thing. They'll pull the
oaters off the fences in their wrath some
ay; they'll enter these great barrooms
nd knock the images off their pedestals
nd tear the rdctures from Ihp walla- thuv'll

oycott the magazines and mob the newsaperoffices if these outrages upon their ^ecency are not stopped. i

And this brings me to what I want to say
) parents. "An ounce of prevention is
'orth a pound of cure " I think some parARTBRINGS US N
There is nothing so bad as bad art, and

jod art. Mr. Moody's attack on art is what
is been living in the valley all his life. In
jwd in a fog, while we admirers of art are
irvey the surrounding country.
What we want to do iu this world is to g

orks of art and preserve them. Teach then
rent curse of New York is the fact that
lgines in business, and don't know how to 11
ew York with works of art Instead of" desti
1! we have in this world. It brines us near
iligion cur forefathers knew was the religl
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THE NUDE ANE
The wealthy people of this city, who buy p

imlnating and cultured, and are not likely 1
cture which could vitiate the tastes or eorrup
iere are others, their friends and social acqaii
>r them. It would truly be a good thing if i
)getlier and burned. If this were done, I at
Icture galleries would not be called upon

Curat<

AILS TH
Protesting Against tfie

VIR, MOODY, in the following
thinks the great art works (

le objects to the'cfassic statuari
in incentive to lewdness, and assi

mts are greatly to blame for the impurity
>f mind and improper courses of their
>oys and girls. I think the so-called "art"
lisplays in some of our homes are disgracefuland sinful. When our halls and
[rawing rooms and bedchambers are filled
vith these images and pictures, and the
joys and girls of a certain age are feastngtheir eyes upon them all the time, it
an't be considered strange if impure
houghts are raised in the mind, and if, as
he result, they should seek to gratify
hem, and be led away in that direction
jy older and wickeder companions who
ire ever on the lookout for such prey.
"Oh," you'll say, "Mr. Moody don't
mow anything about art; he'd better stick
o something he understands." Well, he
nmws snmafhlnirihmit sin nnd that's

;vhat he's talking about in this article,
is a good authority says: "Art for art
aurposeS in an art gallery is one thing,
ike medical works for medical and scieniflcmen, but that does not mean that the
rude In art has a right to be placed on
exhibition before immature minds so as to
endanger their morals." A judge in a decisionin one of the English courts asks
he question: "What cau be more obscene
:han many pictures publicly exhibited, as
he Venus in the Dulwich Gallery?" Now,

b Mrs. Astor's Art Gallery.
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EAKER TO GOD
nothing so influences the good In us as

might be expected from a man .who
the valley he sees very little. He is
climbing to the hilltops where we can

et rich men and teach them how to buy
a how to spend their money in art. The
the men in it are* working like steam
ve and appreciate art. We want to fill
Lujiug mem. Art is oeryiumg. n is
er to God. Art Is making reHgion. The
on of the valleys where Moody is now,

BRUCE PRICE,
resident <ff the Municipal Art Society.
) THE LEWD.
iotures, are, as a rule, intelligent, distointroduce into their own homes any
t the morals of their own families. If
unutcB mu uul uesTtuCE 10 luscrnninaie
ill the lewd pictures ,could be brought
n of the opinion that our museums and
to ftrnisb fuel for such a tire.

GEORGE H. STORY,
>r of tlie Metropolitan Museum of Art.

E NUDE
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article, appears as the champioi
)f the masters are indecent, and
j and to the cefehrated painting;
erts that then are the creations c

I should like to know whether that be- '

uuiufB uuj me iuss ousceue wueu it is

copied and brought into our private houses?
A good many pastors who have opportunitiesto notice these things, will be ready
to indorse the words of Rev. Dr. Parkhurst,of your city, who said some time
ago: '-'There are drawing rooms in this
city, drawing rooms of Christians (?) whose
walls are decorated with representations
that it would not be decent for a gentlemanand lady to scrutinize together. And
I know whereof I affirm. Now, that Is
what I mean by making a plaything of
chastity. * * * I would say that if is quite
possible that the sensual appetites of youi
boys and girls will come into play before
they have reached the period of aesthetic
appreciation." >

Of course, I can't be expected to go into
a nice discussion of these different Venuses
and the paintings of the modern French
artists now before the public. I wouldn't
if I could, and I couldn't if I would. That
there are distinctions among them so far
as their lewdness is concerned and their
capacity to awaken lewd thoughts everybodyadmits. But aren't toey all of a

piece in the sense that they belong to a

corrupt heathen mythology, the gods and
goddesses of the dark places of the earth?
What was Venus if not the srnddess of son

sual love? Is not the word itself one that'
stands for something we do not talk about
in general conversation?
Take this figure of the Bacchante proposedto be set up in the court of the beautifulpublic library of Boston. Don't we

read how in old heathen liome, even beforethe days of Christ, Bacchante exhibitionswere prohibited by law? Do we want
to revive the spirit of this thing in our
day which was too vile lor the heathen?
"A naked, tipsy woman dancing in her
shame;" that is how the Literary World
describes it.
Think of it! An intoxicated female, totallyunclothed, standing on one, foot, her

head thrown back, a bunch of grapes in one
hand and a new-born infant in the other!
Consider the history of this courtesan;
consider the character of the living model
who posed for the statue; consider its positionin a public place where the youth of
both sexes are, in a certain sense, obliged
to go to obtain books for readiug and
reference, and what sfcall we say? Do we
parents want to encourage. this thing by
the examples in our own homes?
"Oh." it will be said, "the refined tastes

of the few who are able to appreciate these
things as art must not be sacrificed lo the
vulgar feelings and propensities of the
many who know no better than to abus«
them in the gratification of their lusts. Wt
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IN ART
]intings and Statuary in

n of morafitu in the home, he
therefore sinfuf to fook uoon.

s of the French schoof as being
)f a corrupt heathen mythofogy,
must educate the people up to a higher
staudard." This is the argument against
prohibiting the saloon and similar \-iees
but it isn't the argument of tne true Christian,who says, with Paul, "If meat make
my brother to offend, I will eat no meat
while the world standeth. All things are
lawful for me, but all things are not expedient."
But perhaps some of you may give more

w-eight to what a judge may say on such a
theme than what Six-. Moody may say,
therefore I give you below the exact languageof Judge Phillips, in the United
States Circuit Cuort, in a case duly recordedin the Federal reports. He says:
"There is in the popular conception and

heai-t such a thing as modesty. It was
born in the Garden of Eden. After Adam
ana Hive are 01 rne rruit or the tree of
knowledge they passed from that condition
of perfectibility which some people nowadaysaspire to, and, their eyes being
opened, they discerned that there was both
good and evil; 'and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together,and made themselves aprons.' Prom
that day to this civilized man has carried
with him the sense of shame, the feeling
that^there were some things on which the

[n ft- rs, Astor's Art Gallery.
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NUDITY IS NOT NEGI
While I agree with llr. Moody In much t

>nce of the nude. 1 should be inclined to mal;
Io not jiink that all statues, for example, ill
selves necessarily suggestive of impurity. I
>ppose associating even masterpieces of this
oundings that might make them suggestive
liow a picture or painting of this class is plac
turroundings that it would suggest impure t

Pres

THE HUMAN FIGURE G(
Would it not be outrageous to condemn ev

>y monuments, these monuments representin
race, both In the spirit and in the body? TI
rondemnation of works of art. The human fo
york, and, consequently, any one who atten
mde works of art is misled by narrow conce
iniverse. »

i\iy son, wno is now tnirteen, is just as

lude as I am myself. 1 do not keep liim ou

;imes, and is being educated to see nothing
\opian,
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In the Gallery of
we ii,p mind should not look: and where
men and women become so depraved by
Lbe ^>e. or so insensate from perverted
education, that they will not veil their
eyes, nor bold their tongues, the Govern-
ment should perform the office for them in
protection of the social compact ai:d the
body politic." 1

T'. S. vs. Harmon, 45 F. R., 423.
Isn't it a shame that the Government is

thus obliged to step in and take the place
of the pnrents in the protection of their
own children?
And then, there's the amusements we allowour children. "Oh. are you going to

thrash over again that old straw about the
theatre?" some one says. "Yes, I am; but
I'm going to let some one else hold the
flail this time. W. D. Howells writes of
this in Harper's Weekly. No one can

speak of him as puritanic or bigoted. And
this is what he says of it:
"It has been called a school of morals,

and the fact is not affected by the other
fact that it is far oftener a school of iinmorals.It-is both one and the other; but
it is tile fault, the shame, the crime of
the State that the theatre is ever a

school of immorals.
"if in any pulpit vice were preached by

mockeries of purity uud appeals to lubricitysuch as we are used to in the theatre;
if lying were inculcated, and passion put
above duty; if revenge were taught as

something noble; if homicide were lightly
invoked, and adultery t reft ted as a comicalaffair; somehow the law would reach
that pulpit, although the State professes
to have no relation with the Church. In
like manner, if in any private school or collegethe humanities were imparted by a
chair devoted to the study of those authors
whose work befouls literature' the law
would somehow intervene to prevent the
mischief, although the effect might be log- jIcally blamed as a socialistic meddling
with private enterprise. The theatre,
however, is left unmolested in almost any

there which are simply abominable. We
all know; we can prove it at any time;
It is undeniable."
What have so-called Christian parents

?ot to say to these things? What abom
taking or sending our boys and girls to
such places of amusement? What about
setting them the example of going there
aurselves?
And then there are other kinds of amuse-

monts having the same tendency that I ;
haven't time to dwell upon .just now. becauseI want to close with a word of
warning as to the effect of all those things
in the future of our country, without sayinganything at all about their damning
nfiuence upon souls throughout all eternity.
But Just take the condition of our land
to-day. It's not what I say aliout it, but
what others say, who also have opportunitiesto judge. You have heard what the
conservative ministers of yo-nr own city
have been saying, but hear what similar
testimony is borne from Chicago. There
ire 7,000 rum shops there to-day, where
there were only 3,000 ton years ago, and
people are afraid to walk the best lighted
boulevards after dusk lest they be sandiQir.rodThu njdnr nf

Presbyterian church in that city said last
Sunday, after reviewing the state of things,
that it seemed as if Chicago were sinking
iSSARILY IMPURITY.
hat he says about 'the corrupting influ:esome discrimination in works of art. 1
te Power's "Greek Slave," are in themshouldbe inclined, however, to strongly
class in statuary or paintings with sur
of impurity. There is a great deal in

ed. It may be so associated with certain
hough ts.

AARON M. POWELL,
ident of the American Purity Alliance.

}L'5 GREATEST WORK.
ery country that perpetuated its history
g not on(y the history, but the human
lat is just what Mr. Moody is doing In his
rm in its natural beauty is God's greatest
npts to preclude with excessive zeal all
ptlons or what is noble and good in the

familiar with the human form in the
t of my s' lio. He comes here at all (
immodest a nude iignre of man or

F. MIRANDA,
ent of >rican Sculpture Society.
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)f the Rich.
of St. Anthony.
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Into the abyss that buried old Kr.rne. whih
ah equally eminent Baptist minister said,
one who isn't straining; after notoriety, that
the city was dominated by the devil. 1
san^uote Boston ministers, careful of their
speech, who speak of this old l'uritan
city, where I now am, in precisely the
same4 way.

"

Isn't it time to cry a halt?
Isn't it time Tor good nier and womea

The Magdalen, by Kenner.

[n the Possession o' August
. Belmont.

to awaka and apply the besom of righteous
wrath to all this filth and iniquity in our
theatres ami .barrooms, in bur public
prints, in our streets, and even in our
aoines?
Better and closer yet. shouldn't we look

into our very hearts, and cry out to God
to purge them of iniquity through the
sraoe which is in the blood of Jesus
Phrist, and the power of the Holy Spirit?
"Turn ye at my reproof," saitb the Lord,
"behold I will pour out mv spirit untc
>ou." D. L. MOODY^
Boston, Jan. 19, 1897.
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